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Continued on next page... 

What’s Inside? 

Coming soon- 

Spring Clean-Up,              

Parking Lot Sale, 

Faith Day at the                

Rockies, and more… 

Take a look! 

I’ve been thinking a lot about “normal” these days. As vaccines find their way into 

more arms and our circumstances improve, life begins opening up. We started off 

2021 worshiping virtually. Then we re-opened our doors to in-person worship, first 

to 50 and now 100 people.  We celebrated Resurrection Sunday with a “full house,” 

and now we look to the summer as a time of continued momentum in the longing 

for a return to “normal.”  

 Disruption presents great challenges to us as human beings. We tend to like 

what we know and although many crave adventure, we always return to what we 

know. We see this in the life of God’s people time and time again. Just days after 

deliverance from slavery through the Red Sea, the people of God longed for the 

diet and dependable familiarity of Egypt. Jesus’ disciples respond to the              

resurrection in John’s Gospel by returning to the fishing waters from which Jesus 

called them to fish for people. Time after time, Paul writes to encourage the early 

Christians not to return to their old ways of Roman paganism but to hold fast to the 

Gospel.  “Normal” represents the familiar and comfortable, but God never seems to 

call us to the familiar and comfortable. No, God routinely calls us to the 

unknown and challenging.  

 With the pandemic receding, we face a choice as people and as a 

church. We can breath a sigh of relief and attempt a return to “normal” or 

we can ask ourselves what unknown and challenging call does God have 

for us. I recently met with our Administrative Council leaders to begin 

asking that harder question. As I see it, everything about the way we did 

church before the pandemic has been disrupted for over a year. Now, as 

we consider ministry after restrictions lift, we face a choice: either we 

pour our energies into reconstituting what was or we use this opportunity 

Click here to RSVP Now! 

http://brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/
https://rsvp.church/r/1ZGjhWvO


Welcome! 

Click any of the following                                             

to visit us online! 

to ask, “What does God want us to be?” We’ve never had a better opportunity to make changes personally and 

collectively.  

 Change presents many of its own challenges. First of all, our emergence from pandemic restrictions is 

likely to be gradual. Unlike last year, when life ground to an immediate halt forcing change upon us, opening 

back up continues to slowly evolve over time. If we are not intentional, our return to life after the pandemic 

will slide into a “new normal” that represents no more dedication to God’s call than before. It might be          

different but not better. Second, we can haphazardly institute change just to change. The danger here lies in 

throwing out things that God desires just because we can. Again, it might be different but not better. We       

cannot approach our emergence from pandemic on autopilot, passively shaped by outside forces. Nor should 

we throw the baby out with the bathwater.  

 We are called by God, as individual disciples and as the church, to seek full surrender to God.         

Preserve, restore and embrace all that God calls good about our lives and ministry. Examine, revamp and even 

eliminate all that stands in the way of that good. Finally, we must  explore, prepare and birth all that God    

desires to add to our lives and ministry in a new season. Together, with God and in the fellowship of this  

faithful community, we have a chance to seek, not just a “new normal” but, the new heaven and the new earth 

in the Kingdom of God. I call upon every person in this community of faith to join me in prayer, worship,    

fellowship and  discipleship as we seek that Kingdom together. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Joel Kershaw 
I want to welcome you to 

Brighton United Methodist 

Church.  We are a friendly 

community of Holy Spirit 

filled believers in Jesus Christ.  

We ground our faith on the 

Word of God and live our lives 

hungry to see God’s Kingdom 

here on earth.   

If you are new to our family, I 

want to encourage you to give 

your life to God through Jesus 

Christ and connect with others 

committed to following Him.   

We have many Bible studies, 

classes and small groups as 

well as opportunities for you 

to put your faith into action 

through service. I would love 

to get to know you and help 

make those connections to 

support your ever-growing 

faith.   

Website: 

https://soundcloud.com/joel-kershaw-299278709
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_2KT0wWqIQwGM1xoX4j8kA
http://brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/


The youth continue to meet every Sunday from 4:00 pm to 
6:00 pm.  The youth group is open to all kids that are currently 
in 6th - 12th grade. They don't even have to be a member of 
our church to come and be with us - so if you know of anyone 
who may be interested, please have them call me                             
(720) 412-3576 or just show up.  We would love to have 
them.     

                                                                                                                             

At this time we are working on learning all the different books 
of the Bible.  Did you know that there is a book in the Old                    

Testament called Obadiah and that you will find Hebrews in the New Testament - who knew !  

Youth Calendar for May: 

May 2nd - 4-6 pm youth group  

May 9th -  No Youth Group, Mother’s Day– Make mom happy!  

May 16th - 4-6 pm youth group (Hopefully yard work)  

May 23rd - 4-6 pm End of the year scavenger hunt (still working out details)  

May 30th - Memorial Weekend - no youth group  

DO YOU NEED FREE HELP WITH OUTSIDE CHORES? The youth would like to offer ourselves 
free (yes I said free) of charge if you need help.  Once a month we would like to come to someone's house and 
offer our services - to include weeding, gardening, minor painting (you supply the paint) and whatever else you 
may need help with.  The help will be first come first serve and we will do it all summer long.                                                    

Call Deb Friedholm if you need help at (720) 412-3576. 

The dates below are on Sundays, 4:00 pm-6:00 pm: 

May 16th  

June 27th  

July 25th  

Aug 29th  

Sept 26th  

   

Graduating Class of 2021  

KyAnn Swink is graduating from Brighton High School.   

She will be attending college in Iowa.  She wants to study to become an                  
EMT and then become a firefighter.    

 

We wish you the very best in your future endeavors KyAnn.                                     
May your journey be blessed and thank you for all you have done                                  

as part of the youth and community at Brighton United Methodist Church. 

~BUMC Staff and Congregation~ 

   



Colorado springtime greetings to everyone! 

It has been an incredible time in our lives to make it to the point 

where we are now. We have lost many, yet have grown closer and 

stronger to one another. Who would think we would be here? God 

has definitely been present in so many lives. 

During this pandemic, ministry of different kinds has still been going on in our community. Getting the Upper 

Room to the facilities for our members and friends that cannot participate in our virtual or in-person services. 

Thanksgiving meals a whole new way, food collection via gift cards, and monetary donations to Almost Home. 

Angel Tree was a success with a new twist of gift cards. Totes of Hope is still running at about 3/4 of what we 

were doing. We have been busy!  Still able to do the "good stuff"- just differently.  

My visits had actually tapered off before the pandemic hit but I picked up steam when we all were in lock 

down. On Memorial weekend last year, Inglenook had started with small group gatherings which allowed me 

time to plan and prepare for what was to come with Eric and his bout with prostate cancer. Life adventures can 

definitely bring you closer to the Lord! It's also interesting just how a whole bunch of little things can all hit at 

one time or back to back. We have witnessed that for ourselves, as well as with many other families in our          

congregation and circle of friends. What a blessing to have a church family to turn to when it is you in the "hot 

seat" of life. 

Would you like communion delivered? 

With all that being said, our church continued to be available to provide communion to families and                

individuals throughout this crisis. Safely interacting together and some with no contact at all so we could still 

have our special connection. Now that things are opening up and more and more people have received the           

vaccine or now have the antibodies, we can gather together. However, there are still some that cannot make it 

to church for whatever reason. If you would like the fully contained communion cup/wafer delivered to you, let 

me or the office know, and we will get you covered in the best way possible for your specific need. Contact or 

no contact, whatever works best for you! 

 

LaVeta Lowrey 

Outreach & Congregational Care Chair 

720-373-2763 



Stephen Ministry 

During a Pandemic 

 

Stephen Ministers are Christian caregivers who walk with others through difficult times, relying on God for 

the outcome. They listen and support care receivers experiencing grief, health concerns, relationship issues, 

job loss, or any other personal crisis. Stephen Ministers and their care receivers meet one-on-one to talk,  

sometimes cry, pray, and focus on God’s healing power. They are not counselors, but intimate Christian 

friends who, above all, listen. 

 
So….how does that work during a pandemic when face-to-face meetings are discouraged? I can testify to the 

difficulty of maintaining a close personal relationship by phone and other electronic devices. How do you 

judge a person’s mood or reaction when you can’t see her face? How do you comfort someone who is crying 

when you can’t touch him? The last seven months have been hard for Stephen Ministers and for their care        

receivers as we all adapt to a changed world.   

 

However, we continue to provide support and care to those who need it. 

 

With the pandemic end nowhere in sight and many people suffering loss and uncertainty, the Stephen                   

Ministers are determined to increase efforts to provide Christian care to the congregation and community 

members. If you have been looking for someone to talk to and pray with, please contact Rev. Joel or me to 

learn more about how Stephen Ministry can help you. If you have been searching for a way to get involved 

and help others, consider taking Stephen Ministry training and putting your caregiving skills to work.  

 
God bless each of you as together we navigate these unsettling times. 

 
Sue Slaughter, Stephen Leader 

(303) 898-3742 

sueslaughter47@yahoo.com  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello from the Trustees! 

While the church has been closed for months now, the work of                  
maintaining the building has kept  moving forward! We have been busy 
with the  following projects and have additional projects in the works. 

 

 

Completed projects: 

 Trimmed broken tree from the blizzard (see picture) 

 Safety bollards installed near AC units. 

 Vehicle repairs  

Work in progress:  

 United Power replacing parking lot lights with LED lighting. 

Future projects: 

 Repair cracks, seal, and stripe parking lots. 

 Replace two panels on marquee. 

 Remove pine trees (3) north side of the sanctuary.   

 Spring Clean-Up (Scheduled for May 15, 2021, 9-12 pm– Outdoor only) 

Trustees 

May 15—Spring Clean-Up 

Join us as we take care of       

the following: 

 Clean rain gutters 

 Paint wheel stops and anchor 

 Repair roof on shed 

 Seal steps 

 Clean outside windows 

 Trim hedges and trees 

 Remove bushes 

If you have any of the following, 

please bring them with you: 

 Gloves 

 Rags 

 Leaf blower 

 Pruning tools 

 Window cleaner 

 Painting tools 



Looking ahead... 

Memorial Day Recognition 

Memorial Day weekend. If you know of someone we need to add to our list, please contact 
Lisa in the office. 

 

Youth Parking Lot Sale 

June 5, 7:00 am– 1:00 pm  

The youth will be holding a yard sale this year on Saturday, June 5th from 7 am to 1 

pm.  We are accepting all donations except for mattresses and children car seats.  If you 

have large items if you could please bring those to the church on the 5th that would be 

great.  We will start collecting items on May 22nd.  We will put them in the fellowship hall 

but you will need to call Deb Friedholm at (720) 412-3576, to make arrangements to get 

into the church.  We will also be selling spaces for $25.00 if you would like to sell your own 

items.  

 

THE CITY OF BRIGHTON and BROTHERS REDEVELOPMENT, INC.  

HELP FOR HOMES 

Saturday, June 12 

Contact the office to sign up to be part of the BUMC Help Team or to be the Team Lead 
(one meeting and visiting the home to know what you need is all that is required) 

 

 

When we 

serve              

others,  

We serve 

God. 



 
If you would like a more 

detailed financial report, 

please leave a message at 

the church for Theresa. 

Thank you to all for your 

generosity in the support of 

this church. 

BUMC Financial Record for March 31, 2021  
General Fund Income for Mar YTD:   $53,831.05  
General Fund Expenses for Mar YTD:   $27,720.12  
Income Over (Under) Expenses:    $26,160.93  
Apportionments Paid:     $6,737.52  
Apportionments Past Due:     $0  
General Fund Balances as of 3/31/2020  

Save the Date: Aug. 8th the youth are              
planning on going to Faith Day with the 

Rockies.  The concert afterwards is being put 
on by Mercy Me.  Stay tuned for more details 

as they come up.  I will purchase tickets in 
June, (cheaper if we buy them all together) so 

be thinking if you are interested in                   
going.  More details to follow as it gets                  
closer.  Any questions or interest, please          

contact me, Deb Friedholm,                                 
at (720) 412-3576.     

Faith Day at the Rockies is BACK! 

Nursery Help Needed! 

We are looking for adults to volunteer in the nursery one 
week a month, along with a youth member.   

If you would like to volunteer, please reply to this email or 
call the office or contact Sue Slaughter directly at                              
303-898-3742.   

Safe Sanctuary policy requires an adult over 18 to be there.  

Having adult volunteers will be crucial to successfully                    
offering a nursery to accommodate younger families.  

 



Connection Matters! 
Virtual Worship and Podcasts: 

Here is a link to watch at your convenience:                         

BUMC YouTube Channel 

Brighton United Methodist Church Website (all services found here) 

 
BUMC YouTube 

 
BUMC Podcast  (The podcast is usually up by Wednesday!) 

 
New Anchored Podcast Link  

 

Virtual Gatherings: 

Join us this week for the following virtual gatherings: 

Weekly Bible Study with Rev. Joel on Tuesdays at 9:oo am. 

 
Topic: Virtual Bible Study 

Time: Mar 24, 2020 09:00 AM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 

 
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/794383458?pwd=QUVrNWU4V3dYakR0NWlnS3EzZzlTdz09 

Meeting ID: 794 383 458 

Password: 830146 

 
One tap mobile 

+13462487799,,794383458# US (Houston) 

+16699006833,,794383458# US (San Jose) 

 
Dial by your location 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US 

      +1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 794 383 458 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acbYcRP5TF 

 

Additional Virtual Gathering! 

We are continuing our  

Mid-Day Prayer Break.                                        
Join us Monday through Friday at 

noon on our Facebook page.                                                            
We would love to see you there. 

BUMC Facebook Page                                                 

 

Small groups are continuing to gather virtually. 
Please contact your small group leader if you’ve 

not already done so. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_2KT0wWqIQwGM1xoX4j8kA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_2KT0wWqIQwGM1xoX4j8kA
http://brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/sermons/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_2KT0wWqIQwGM1xoX4j8kA
https://soundcloud.com/joel-kershaw-299278709/sets/autopsy-of-american-methodism
https://soundcloud.com/joel-kershaw-299278709?fbclid=IwAR0oMIccySSZbzy1283kferyGbEJiO28TI6FtET-Da_QNHZhrltsxqa6t5U
https://zoom.us/j/794383458?pwd=QUVrNWU4V3dYakR0NWlnS3EzZzlTdz09
https://zoom.us/u/acbYcRP5TF
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonUnitedMethodistChurch


 

 

 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible                     
AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization             
of your choice. 
 
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same        
products, same prices, same service. 

 

Support your charitable organization by starting your   shopping at smile.amazon.com  

Select your favorite charity: 

Brighton United Methodist Church 

Location: Brighton, CO  

 

Finance 
Contributions statements were mailed January 28. If you have not received one, please contact Lisa in the       

office. 

Contributions: 

If you would like to continue your weekly contribution there are multiple ways to ensure it is received. Thank 
you to all for your faithful giving! 

 Mail a check- all mail will be delivered to the church daily 

 Set up AutoPay through your bank 

 Use our online payment portal (you can setup recurring payments as well)- BUMC ONLINE                      
CONTRIBUTIONS 

 You can use the mail drop slot located at the choir door on the Northeast side of the building near the  
courtyard. 

 

Your faithful giving is a blessing to the ministries of Brighton United Methodist Church! 

Don’t forget to use your King Soopers loyalty card 

when you shop. Help us earn money for the                 

scholarship program!  

If you haven’t registered your card, please jump online 

and do so today. If you need any help, contact Lisa in 

the office.  

King Soopers Community Rewards Registration 

Support BUMC in the following ways: 

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/donate/
http://brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/donate/
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards


FINANCIAL REPORT 

Prayer Warrior  

Registration 

 

Karen has moved our Prayer 

Warriors emails to MailChimp, 

an Internet-based emailer with 

capability to get the prayer re-

quests out to you more effi-

ciently. In order to receive the 

emails, you will need to opt in 

via the following link: 

 Prayer Warrior Link 

1-Beth McMullen 

1-Sue Slaughter 

1-Jerry Sutton 

3-Eli Gies 

4-Emerson Gies 

4-Linda Kline 

4-Bonnie Reed 

5-Amy Leonard 

5-Barb Wittern 

7-Jaden Boothe 

8-Mark Steinert 

9-Lyle Cooksey 

9-Kyle Cooksey 

11-Elizabeth Clement 

11-Annette Decker 

15-Paul Kershaw 

15-Isabella Perkins 

17-Paula Stieber 

18-Carole Parsons 

19-Bob Dexter 

19-Jo-Di Tapia 

20-Jean Esser 

20-Linda Krayenhagen 

22-Eric Lowrey 

27-Angelena McClendon 

27-Emma Monti 

28-Don Bump 

29-Cathy Fiscus 

30-KyAnn Swink 

We salute our fallen 

and give thanks on        

Memorial Day. 

https://q.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a1770f3beaa65b6761dce9b24&id=a43b79010d

