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Connecting the Dots This Lent
I know it is hard to believe, but Lent is upon us. This season in the church calendar focuses on
fasting, penitence and preparation for celebrating the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. We prepare for this sacred season in the midst of a unique and challenging time. Lent
traditionally begins with Ash Wednesday (this year on February 17) with the powerful imposition
of ashes on the foreheads of the faithful. In a time of social distancing, this ritual of our church
must be nullified, yet we will worship in spirit and truth. We offer an in person worship at 7:00 p.m. in our sanctuary
on February 17 and also a virtual service marking the beginning of this sacred journey. Please RSVP to join us in
person or tune in to Facebook or YouTube at 5:00 pm to participate in worship together.

The start of 2021 inspired me to coordinate some key aspects of our ministry in this season. After many years of
theme preaching, I returned to the practice of preaching the Revised Common Lectionary. This schedule of scripture
readings for Sunday worship is shaping our weekly teaching. This shift was inspired by another growing ministry.
The Mid-day Prayer Break on Facebook Live features daily prayer Monday through Friday including scripture
readings from the Daily Lectionary schedule. In December I discovered these readings are meant to compliment the
Sunday readings. Dots began to connect. Then another vital ministry, the Weekly Virtual Bible Study, decided to
spend four months studying the Gospel of Mark. Mark is the featured Gospel of this year in the lectionary. Now
Worship, Bible Study and Daily Prayer have all synched up to inspire. In the early weeks of 2021, I found myself
renewed with inspiration and depth with God’s Word and began feeling the Holy Spirit move. Now I feel called to
expand our exposure to this coordinating movement of the Holy
Spirit.
I realize not everyone has time for the Prayer Break or access to
Facebook, so we will include the daily lectionary readings along
with a pattern for you to do daily prayer on your own in the
monthly Broadcaster. I also realize, Zoom meetings present
challenges and not everyone can make a Bible Study on Tuesdays
at 9:00 am, but you can get a copy of our Bible Study book, “The
Gospel of the Holy Spirit” and read it on your own or start your
own discussion group.
Finally, I want to challenge you. In “The Gospel of the Holy
Spirit” JD Walt relays his inspiration for writing. Years ago, as a
youth pastor, he sought to keep his youth engaged over the summer by challenging them to read the Gospel of Mark. He asked
them to read one chapter a day without skipping. If they missed a
day, they had to restart the Gospel from chapter one. As they
Continued on next page...

engaged with God’s Word, they noticed God moving, not just in the youth group but also in the church and their community. Revival began with this simple engagement in the Gospel of Mark. My challenge to you this Lent is to read the
Gospel of Mark, one chapter a day without skipping. If you miss a day, start over. If you finish the Gospel, start it again.
Let us spend this Lent steeped in God’s word together. Come Holy Spirit, come! Amen!

Boy Scout Troop 315 invites you to

Wonderful Wednesday - Drive UP!
Date: 03/17/2021, pickup beginning at 6:00 pm
Cost: $5
Wonderful Wednesday is back in a whole new safe and socially distanced format - as a drive-up! A hot
delicious meal will be delivered to your car. (Park in northwest lot, where the fellowship hall exits directly into
the parking lot.) The cost is still only $5, due at the time of pick up!
Simply sign up at the link below! Select a time slot and indicate the number of meals you need. (Please one
time slot per car - indicate the number of meals you need in the comments. DO NOT CHANGE THE
QUANTITY TO INDICATE NUMBER OF MEALS, THIS WILL SIGN YOU UP FOR MORE ONE
SLOT IN TIME FRAME.

Menu . Menu . Menu






Hamburger/Bun, condiments, and relish (lettuce, tomato, onions, pickles)
French Fries
Greek Orzo Salad
2 Homemade cookies
Lemonade

Link to register:

Sing me up now!
If you would like to sign up for a
meal but do not have computer
access, please contact Lisa in the
office and she will help.

Stephen Ministry
During a Pandemic
Stephen Ministers are Christian caregivers who walk with others through difficult times, relying on God for
the outcome. They listen and support care receivers experiencing grief, health concerns, relationship issues,
job loss, or any other personal crisis. Stephen Ministers and their care receivers meet one-on-one to talk,
sometimes cry, pray, and focus on God’s healing power. They are not counselors, but intimate Christian
friends who, above all, listen.
So….how does that work during a pandemic when face-to-face meetings are discouraged? I can testify to the
difficulty of maintaining a close personal relationship by phone and other electronic devices. How do you
judge a person’s mood or reaction when you can’t see her face? How do you comfort someone who is crying
when you can’t touch him? The last seven months have been hard for Stephen Ministers and for their care
receivers as we all adapt to a changed world.
However, we continue to provide support and care to those who need it.
With the pandemic end nowhere in sight and many people suffering loss and uncertainty, the Stephen
Ministers are determined to increase efforts to provide Christian care to the
congregation and community members. If you have been looking for someone to talk to and pray with, please
contact Rev. Joel or me to learn more about how Stephen Ministry can help you. If you have been searching
for a way to get involved and help others, consider taking
Stephen Ministry training and putting your caregiving skills to work.
God bless each of you as together we navigate these unsettling times.
Sue Slaughter, Stephen Leader
(303) 898-3742
sueslaughter47@yahoo.com

February Activities:
Feb 14 - Youth group 4-6
Feb 21st - Youth group 4-6
Feb 28th - Youth group 4-6 movie night
We look forward with hope that the virus will end soon and we will be back to being as we used to be. With
that being said, many changes were made during the past year with the youth group. We met on zoom for a
couple of months. We had snowman building competitions, at home scavenger hunts, anything just to be able
to meet on line and visit with each other.
When the weather turned nice we met outside following social distance practices. We learned how to make
ice-cream in a bag, did a family scavenger hunt and had family movie nights in the back yard. When it started
to get cold, we were given permission to meet at the church. Again, we follow all the rules set forth to meet in
person with wearing masks, social distancing, and not coming if we are sick. As we did all this we also
continued to grow in our faith with Jesus. As 2021 starts, we are continuing to meet at the church. Every week
is a see what's going to happen next, but I know I appreciate each week that we can meet with each other. We
can't wait until we can start planning our youth trip (unfortunately due to the virus, we could not do one last
year) do our monthly brunches as we really like doing them, and being able to serve on youth Sundays. We
just have to remember God is in control and be patient.

Meet the Youth!
Hello, my name is Abigail Perkins, but you can call me Abby. I am a 6th
grader at Foundations Academy. I was born on April 28th, 2009, and I
have a family of four (counting myself), There is me, my mom, my sister,
my dad. You usually don't see my mom at church. That's because my
mom is a healthcare worker. My mom’s name is Jean and she is the best
mother ever. My sister's name is Isabella. She is a 9th grader at Riverdale
Ridge. My Dad's name is Andre and I really want my dad to become a
comedian. I use to do a lot of sports like gymnastics, cheerleading, track,
T-Ball and swimming. Right now I'm focused on dance and at my school.
I'm a Level 2 in my dance class. My dance level is arranged by age and
how good you are as a dancer, obviously. My favorite thing about church
is the singing because I like to hear everyone be happy and have joy in
their hearts. Thank you so much for reading this and I hope you learned
more about me!

Trustees
Hello from the Trustees!
While the church has been closed for months now,
the work of maintaining the building has kept
moving forward! We have been busy with the
following projects and have additional
projects in the works.
Completed projects:
 Emergency Boiler repair
 Furnace filter upkeep
Work in progress:
 United Power replacing parking lot lights with LED lighting.
 Safety bollards to be installed near AC units.
Future projects:
 Repair cracks, seal, and stripe parking lots.
 Replace two panels on marquee.
 Remove pine trees (3) north side of the sanctuary.

They filled our lives with love,
friendship, laughter, and joy. May we
all pause to remember our fellow
brothers and sisters, their family and
loved ones, and give thanks for the
impact they had on our lives and
in this world.
Joan Hahn

Jim Fariello

February 21, 2020

March 8, 2020

Drina Wilson

Ben Handcock

July 20, 2020

April 11, 2020

Alice Horii

Elaine Shelton

May 2, 2020

August 8, 2020

In Remembrance:
Joyce Buck
Joy Horan
Marian Bruns
Virginia Kalcevic
Judy Condrey

Joann Walczak

Leonard McCain

August 29, 2020

October 12/2020

Gwen Stieber

Patrick Jones

December 16, 2020

November 28, 2020

Bob Sweeney

Corky Plymesser

2021

January 3, 2021

Connection Matters!
Virtual Worship and Podcasts:
Here is a link to watch at your convenience:
BUMC YouTube Channel
Brighton United Methodist Church Website (all services found here)
BUMC YouTube
BUMC Podcast (The podcast is usually up by Wednesday!)
New Anchored Podcast Link

Virtual Gatherings:
Join us this week for the following virtual gatherings:
Weekly Bible Study with Rev. Joel on Tuesdays at 9:oo am.
Topic: Virtual Bible Study
Time: Mar 24, 2020 09:00 AM Mountain Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/794383458?pwd=QUVrNWU4V3dYakR0NWlnS3EzZzlTdz09
Meeting ID: 794 383 458
Password: 830146
One tap mobile
+13462487799,,794383458# US (Houston)
+16699006833,,794383458# US (San Jose)

Additional Virtual Gathering!
We are continuing our

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Mid-Day Prayer Break.
Join us Monday through Friday at
noon on our Facebook page.
We would love to see you there.

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

BUMC Facebook Page

Dial by your location

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US
Meeting ID: 794 383 458
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acbYcRP5TF

Small groups are continuing to gather virtually.
Please contact your small group leader if you’ve
not already done so.

Finance
Contributions statements were mailed January 28. If you have not received one, please contact Lisa in the
office.
Contributions:
If you would like to continue your weekly contribution there are multiple ways to ensure it is received. Thank
you to all for your faithful giving!


Mail a check- all mail will be delivered to the church daily



Set up AutoPay through your bank



Use our online payment portal (you can setup reoccurring payments as well)- BUMC ONLINE
CONTRIBUTIONS



You can use the mail drop slot located at the choir door on the Northeast side of the building near the
courtyard.

Your faithful giving is a blessing to the ministries of Brighton United Methodist Church!

Prayer Warrior Registration
Karen has moved our Prayer Warriors emails
to MailChimp, an Internet-based emailer
with capability to get the prayer requests out
to you more efficiently. In order to receive
the emails, you will need to opt in via the
following link: Prayer Warrior Link

February
1-Kerrie Monti
3-Melody Clement
4-John Dickson
7-Dorothy Briggs
10-Betty Garth
11-Jan Brown
11-George Hinch
11-Karen Lollar
11-LaVeta Lowrey
13-Vicki Gies
13-Jason McClendon

14-Raven Kershaw
14-Luella Marlman
15-Matt Sutton
16-Paula Bump
16-Lorrie Prince
18-Brittany Mathisen
20-Reagan Burr
21-Victor Morris
21-Barbara Palombo

25-Patsy Handcock
25-Glenda Shealey
27-Lily Sharp
27-Greg Friedholm

FINANCIA

