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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo 

one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient 

in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.”                     

- Romans 12:9-13 

 It seems almost impossible to avoid the fact that we find ourselves in difficult and challenging times. We face the 

health concerns caused by a global pandemic, the disruptions of life in response to that pandemic, social unrest, 

racial tension, cultural upheaval, peaceful demonstrations, violent riots, rising crime and did I mention a                        

presidential election. I don’t know about you but I’m having trouble remaining grounded in the midst of this storm. 

Watching the news only fuels my sense of unease. Searching for information about COVID-19 leaves me with 

more questions than answers. Scrolling through social media feels like refereeing a prize fight. How are we to face 

these difficult times as followers of Jesus Christ?  

In the midst of the darkness all around me, I find myself growing more intentional and dependent on my spiritual 

disciplines. In reading scripture this week, I returned to this portion of Romans 12. Paul knew a great deal about 

facing difficult times as a follower of Jesus and he outlines some important marks of a Christian. Love, good,                 

mutual affection, honor, zeal, service, hope, hospitality all make the list. The phrase that stood out to me, and the 

mark that grows in significance every day is Paul’s brief instruction on prayer. He says “…be patient in suffering, 

persevere in prayer…”  One of the ways we adapted our ministry to COVID-19 found us hosting a live video            

prayer time on Facebook. I called it “The Mid-day Prayer Break”. Sitting at home, working from my basement, I  

realized many people in our church were now working from home, while others were confined to home. In the 

middle of the day, we needed a time in prayer. So I went live on Monday, March 23rd, and we began to pray                     

together. As I write this we are now in the middle of our 21st week of prayer together every weekday at noon. I 

even roped our wonderful Lisa Wenninger into covering the prayer break while I was away.  
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Prayer is obviously important in the Christian life. We see Jesus retreating from the public eye to pray. Paul 

writes to churches and describes his prayers for them. We read many accounts of the disciples gathering the 

early church in prayer. Prayer seemed like an obvious place to turn as this difficult time began. It started as a 

break from the day, escaping into prayer and fellowship with folks from the church. Over time, it proved                

invaluable to enduring the long days and many weeks apart. After nearly five months of prayer, I came across 

this instruction to “persevere in prayer” and it took on a whole new depth of meaning.  

We do not have many answers and these marks of a Christian seem more difficult than ever in our current          

cultural climate. We are tempted to abandon our faithful disciplines and succumb to fear, anger and despair. 

Yet, we must realize that even Jesus had to persevere in prayer to face the storm, the mob and ultimately the 

cross. We look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, to show us the way.  

Dear friends, “…be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer…” and remember ultimately “…it is finished.”  

 

Yours in Christ,  

Rev. Joel  

Follow our podcast here: 

Facing Difficult Times continued.. 

https://soundcloud.com/joel-kershaw-299278709
https://soundcloud.com/joel-kershaw-299278709


Connection Matters! 
Virtual Worship and Podcasts: 

Here is a link to watch at your convenience:                        
BUMC YouTube Channel 

Brighton United Methodist Church Website (all services found 
here) 

 
BUMC YouTube 

 
BUMC Podcast  (The podcast is usually up by Wednesday!) 

 
New Anchored Podcast Link  

 

Virtual Gatherings: 

Join us this week for the following virtual gatherings: 

Weekly Bible Study with Rev. Joel on Tuesdays at 9:oo am. 

Joel Kershaw is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting: 

 
Topic: Virtual Bible Study 

Time: Mar 24, 2020 09:00 AM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 

 
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/794383458?pwd=QUVrNWU4V3dYakR0NWlnS3EzZzlTdz09 

Meeting ID: 794 383 458 

Password: 830146 

 
One tap mobile 

+13462487799,,794383458# US (Houston) 

+16699006833,,794383458# US (San Jose) 

 
Dial by your location 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US 

        +1 301 715 8592 US 

Meeting ID: 794 383 458 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acbYcRP5TF 

Additional Virtual Gathering! 

We are continuing our  

Mid-Day Prayer Break.                                        
Join us Monday through Friday at 

noon on our Facebook page.                                                            
We would love to see you there. 

BUMC Facebook Page                                                 

 

Small groups are continuing to gather virtually. 
Please contact your small group leader if you’ve 

not already done so. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_2KT0wWqIQwGM1xoX4j8kA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_2KT0wWqIQwGM1xoX4j8kA
http://brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/sermons/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_2KT0wWqIQwGM1xoX4j8kA
https://soundcloud.com/joel-kershaw-299278709/sets/autopsy-of-american-methodism
https://soundcloud.com/joel-kershaw-299278709?fbclid=IwAR0oMIccySSZbzy1283kferyGbEJiO28TI6FtET-Da_QNHZhrltsxqa6t5U
https://zoom.us/j/794383458?pwd=QUVrNWU4V3dYakR0NWlnS3EzZzlTdz09
https://zoom.us/u/acbYcRP5TF
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonUnitedMethodistChurch


Hello from the Trustees! 

While the church has been closed for months now, 
the work of maintaining the building has kept  
moving forward! We have been busy with the               
following projects and have additional                   
projects in the works. 

 

Completed projects: 

 Mowing, weed control, and general clean-up  
of lot. 

 Took care of a tree that was blown down, 
trimmed hedges, removed stumps.       

 Repaired marquee. 

 Ordered and replaced a new church flag.  

 Replaced the water heater in choir room.  

 Watering the lawn twice a day on East side. 

 Replace broken thermostat. 

 Cleaned and painted stringers for steps. 

 Cleaned AC units.  

 Cleaning of all chairs in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Work in progress:  

 Removal and replace youth room steps.  

 United Power replacing parking lot lights with LED lighting. 

 Safety bollards to be installed near AC units.  

 

Future projects: 

 Repair cracks, seal, and stripe parking lots. 

 Replace two panels on marquee. 

 Remove pine trees (3) north side of the sanctuary.   

Trustees 



 

 

Greetings BUMC Church Family!   

The finance committee hopes that all is well with you and your families.  

 

We are so grateful to our members who have been mailing in, dropping in, and using online   
donation (PayPal) giving these past few months.  We’ve been able to make our payroll and  
other outstanding debts these past four months with the continued giving of our church           
members.   

 

We’ve had some unexpected building expenses come up for repairs this last month.  We’ve 
been blessed to have funds set aside to cover these repair expenses and not have to pull from 
our general fund.  A big thank you to Harry Roof and our Trustees coordinating and fixing our 
building repairs.   

 

Please continue to mail in your donations or use our online donation system found on our home 
page on the church website.  If you would like to drop off your donations, use the mail drop 
slot at the choir door located on the east side of the building by the court yard.   

 

 

Reach out to me anytime with finance questions.  I’ve available via voice or text at               
303-834-2000.   

 

 

In Christ, 

 

Janon Swink 

BUMC Treasurer  

Finance 



Hello and we miss you all! 
Unfortunately due to the pandemic we were            
unable to go on our mission trip, but we stayed 
busy anyway. The youth group continued to meet 
every Sunday meeting outside, where we can 
practice social distancing and wear a mask.    

During July we gathered for learning about God 
and how he is there for us all the time, made homemade ice-cream in a bag, (boy was that 
tasty), and had an outdoor family movie night. It was a lot of fun so we are going to have       
another outdoor family movie night in August.  

 

August Schedule 

Aug 15th - outside movie night at my house - 8 pm  

Aug 23rd - Youth group 4-6 pm 

Aug 30th - Youth group 4-6 pm 

 

Again I look forward to seeing you on the 16th.  

   

Masks are now               

required when we meet. 



 BUMC Financial Record for June 30, 2020 
 
General Fund Income for June YTD:   $39,750.17 
General Fund Expenses for June YTD:  $31,489.15 
 
Income Over (Under) Expenses:   $8,261.02 
Apportionments Paid:     $2,567.52 
Apportionments Past Due:      - $0 - 
 
General Fund Balances as of 6/30/2020 
Operating Account Balance:    $45,591.82* 
 
*includes PPP funds $3,849.30 
 
 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

If you would like a more 

detailed financial report, 

please leave a message at 

the church for Theresa. 

Thank you to all for your 

generosity in the support of 

this church. 

 

 

August  
1-Lois Kingston 

5-Janice Weinholdt 

8-Mickie Hass 

11-Benjamin Sylvia 

17-Skylar Ellis 

18-Dan Cornella 

20-Rev. Joel Kershaw 

20-Kristin Leopold 

20-Paige Steiner 

20-Nathan Sylvia 

28-Lauren Kornman 

29-Madison Buller 

30-Kent Kaiser 

30-Brian Tapia 


