
March 13, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I am writing to update you on Brighton UMC’s efforts to respond to growing concerns over the 
COVID19 outbreak in our nation.  Following a conference call hosted by Governor Polis for 
leaders of faith-based communities and the information available about this new virus, in 
consultation with the Administrative Council of our church, we will be canceling public worship at 
BUMC for March 15, 2020. The Ad Council will meet on Sunday to craft our overall response 
policy and make decisions about future worship service and small group gatherings.  Our 
congregation includes a great number of people in the groups at high risk for this virus and so in 
the interest of protecting our members we want to be proactive in responding to this developing 
situation.

We join public health officials and civil leaders in encouraging adequate hand-washing, social 
distancing and responsible health care measures in this time.  We also hope to provide 
alternative ways to connect in on-line worship formats and to keep us all engaged in faithful 
discipleship. We will communicate further information about on-line worship, Bible studies, 
Class Meetings and other smaller gatherings very soon. We will also be exploring ways for us to 
help each other remain safe and healthy during this health emergency.  You may be asking what 
you can do.

1) Continue in prayer for each other and for people around the world affected by this virus.  
2) Check in on each other through phone, email, text and social media to remain as connected 

as possible
3) Be diligent, wise and responsible in hygiene and social interactions so as to model safe 

practices for all 
4) Our ministries continue to need you financial support.  You can keep our ministry going by 

donating on line through our website, setting up an automatic payment through your bank or 
simply mailing donations to the church to help us support our members, staff and community 
through this crisis

5) Watch for future communication about our efforts and news of how to stay plugged in
6) Remain forever faithful to God who “…did not give us a spirit of fear but of power, and of 

love and of self-discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7)

I thank you for your patience and grace as we seek to do the best for our faith community during 
this difficult time.  Please reach out if you have needs or questions by emailing me at 
revkershaw@gmail.com or call my cell phone at 720-947-9399.  “May the LORD bless you and 
keep you.  May the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  May the 
LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6: 24-26)

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Joel

Brighton United Methodist Church 
625 S. 8th Ave. Brighton, CO 80233
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