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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 VBS is right around the 

corner 6/17/13-6/22/13!   

Register Online. 

 Sermon Downloads  

      available! 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY FLOWERS 

What a welcome relief all this snow has been!  However cumbersome it may be to  carry on with the normalcy of 

life in the white drifts, we’ll be reminiscing upon these blizzardy days come June.   

I love spring time.  Life waking up after the winter sleep, brings on a fresh beginning kind of mentality.  We’ve had 

quite the plethora of new beginnings at BUMC since January.  Among those is the launch of the digital Broadcast-

er!  A giant THANKS to our congregation for helping us transition.  We’re very excited to take advantage of  all 

the possibilities that come with this launch.  So keep your eyes, ears, and fingertips peeled as we continue to ex-

pand and improve our communication.   

With the Lenten season in the rear view mirror, BUMC is looking forward to all the summer activities in the 

works.  Check out all the committee happenings in the heart of this month’s newsletter and mark your calendars.  

It’s going to be a great summer! 

-BUMC Office 

http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs
https://sites.google.com/site/brightonumccalendar/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/sermons/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/sermons/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/steven-ministry/


When the Administrative Council met in January 

to start the new year, we found ourselves discuss-

ing many ministry ideas. You are reading one of 

those ideas. That’s right, the Broadcaster was on 

that list. When exploring the possibility of a digital 

Broadcaster, we asked what would that look like? 

How would it work? How would people without 

an e-mail address or a computer for that matter, 

keep up on the news of the church? But the most 

exciting question asked that evening was “What 

are the possibilities of a digital Broadcaster?”  

This is the first month when we discover the an-

swers to those questions.  

This idea is really born of many motivations. The 

first is an issue of stewardship. The printed Broad-

caster costs the church more then $300 each 

month to print and mail to our growing member-

ship. Printing them on the church machine takes 

it’s toll, costing more money for repairs and 

maintenance. That means $3,600 every year was 

spent producing and distributing the Broadcaster. 

The digital version costs us nothing. Allowing us 

to use those funds to further the growing minis-

tries of the church. 

The second issue is one of format. We all know 

it. Technologies are advancing and creating so 

many opportunities to share the Good News with 

the world. Web sites, smart phones, and social 

media are transforming the ways in which we com-

municate. Inspired by the very successful transfor-

mation of our church web site, we have opportu-

nities to take advantage of the many talents in our 

congregation and new technologies to create a 

Broadcaster for the 21st century. With more and 

more young people finding God through the min-

istries of this congregation, we can produce a 

newsletter accessible in so many new and exciting 

ways. 

The final issue may be on the minds of people 

uncomfortable with technologies. This move to 

the digital format will never keep you from having 

the familiar printed version.  When you get the 

digital Broadcaster in your e-mail in-box, you will 

be able to print all or part of it. And if you alert 

the church office, we will print a paper version 

that you can pick up at church.  

We want to make the Broadcast accessible to eve-

ryone and work with you to get the version which 

suits your needs.  We have so many opportunities 

to be in ministry together and the pages of the 

Broadcaster help to keep you informed about all 

of them. It is a place to inform, recognize, and 

inspire the ministries of this vibrant congregation. 

By being good stewards of our resources and by 

keeping up with a changing world of technology, 

we ensure that our church will be ready to share 

the Good News for generations to come! Enjoy 

reading about it in your latest issue of the Broad-

caster. 

 

Rev. Joel Kershaw 

Be sure to sign up for BUMC.com’s updates!   

Visit the website and enter your email address. 

http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com


APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

2 - Veronica Davis 

2 - Henry Haggerty 

2 - Russell Hause 

2 - Samantha Merkel 

4 - Martha Bradfield 

4 - Les Fraley 

5 - Mike Shealey 

5 - Sharee Strasheim 

6 - Will Janssen 

6 - Gwen Stieber 

7 - Judy Reynolds 

9 - Carol Franks 

12 - Caitlynn Dickson 

13 - Shelli Sutton 

14 - Karen Meggett 

16 - Missyanne Long 

17 - Morgan Mathisen 

18 - Robert Gudka 

21 - Sarah Pollok 

21 - Christina Tapia 

22 - Zack Buller 

22 - Lindsay Cornella 

24 - Jim Buller 

24 - Mikayla Gaylon 

25 - Tuana Hix 

25 - Russ Slaughter 

25 - Brenda Torbet 

26 - Barbara McBride 

27 - Kay Cole 

27 - Aprille Stevens 

27 - Brandon Stieber 

28 - Rita Felps 

28 - Abigail Perkins 

30 - Alan Gudka 

TIP YOUR HAT... 

For Memorial day this year, we’d 

like to give our congregation the 

opportunity to honor the memory 

of a loved one lost in the great fight 

for freedom.  Come witness as 

BUMC’s courtyard is transformed 

into a patriotic salute to the 

memory of our veterans.   

If you would like to honor the 

memory of your loved one, please 

bring an artificial wreath to the 

church by May 23.  Please include a 

card with your name and telephone 

number with your wreath, as well as 

the honoree’s branch in the mili-

tary.   

If you have any questions please 

call Lorrie Prince at (303) 589-

4198.   

Wreaths will be set for viewing May 

23-June 3. 
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General Fund income for Jan-Feb 2013 $22,103 

General Fund Expense for January - February $27,138 

Income Over/(Under) Expenses ($5,035) 

Apportionments Paid $4,239 

General Fund Balances as of February 28, 2013 

Operating Account Balance 

$259 

Invested CDs $14,211 
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We continue to try new and different 
things each week to keep our kids excit-
ed and engaged.  The youth are practic-

ing a chimes and bells piece and will 
hopefully perform it in April.   The Stick-
lers looked at new routines and will start 
on those after spring break.  We had our 
second volunteer day at South Elemen-
tary where we packed Totes for Hope 

and put together “Thursday Books” for 
the classrooms.  Our trip to the Food 

Bank of the Rockies was a success and 
we will be starting to volunteer there 

soon.  Come join us! 

-Mel Christensen 

Www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com 

Fellowship time after Sunday services is a 
vital piece of our congregation.  In order to 
continue this ministry of fellowship, we are 
looking for individuals to join forces and 
create the  BUMC’s Fellowship Team.  A 

team created to organize, set up, and clean 
up the goodies for the congregation each 
Sunday.    Please, if you’re looking to help 
serve and haven't had a chance to get to 

know our growing congregation, ask Pas-
tor Joel for more information. 

http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com


“In less than an hour, Deb Friedholm was on the phone leaving messages 
and continued to do so for the next four days!” 

It’s amazing what can happen in 10 days! On Wednesday, 

March 6, at Early Release Wednesday (ERW), Laveta Lowrey 

received a text message from her sister about a bus that Via 

Mobility was replacing, which means they were looking for a 

donor for the old bus. In less than an hour, Deb Friedholm 

was on the phone leaving messages and continued to do so 

over the next four days. On Thursday, March 14, I received a 

call from Via that our church had been selected to receive Bus 

#10, a 17 passenger bus!  Et Voila! Praise God for his marvel-

ous works! How exciting! This donation allows BUMC to pro-

vide transportation to church for our seniors who have mobil-

ity issues and a comfortable ride for our youth for mission 

trips. Get your thinking caps on because the possibilities are 

endless! 

 

-Mel Christensen 

Trustees 

WHAT A LITTLE PERSEVERANCE CAN DO 

Please save April 27 on your calendar 

to help spruce up the church for sum-

mer! Pews, air conditioner installs, 

swamp cooler preparation, and general 

landscaping items are on the agenda. 

Bring rags, drills, rakes, gloves, and 

lots of energy! 

TRUSTEES 

Co-Chair: Mel Christensen 

(303) 287-8535 

Co-Chair: Don Esser 

(303) 655-1421 

Eric Anderson, John Berry, 

Rev. Joel Kershaw, Andy 

Jackson, and Steve Unrein. 

 

*If you have any questions 

or issues you would like to 

bring to the attention of our 

Trustees, please call or email 

the Co-Chairs. 
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https://sites.google.com/site/brightonumccalendar/
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonUnitedMethodistChurch


 

OCC  

Chair: LaVeta Lowrey 

(720) 373-2763 

Marilyn Ames, Ed Cole, 

Vickie Conger, Veroni-

ca Davis, Jean Esser, 

Ruth Ann Guetlein, Er-

ic Lowrey, Barbara 

McBride, and Allan 

Schneringer. 

  
6 

What a blessing to receive the 
spring snow! Flowers are now 
poking their heads out and add-
ing their special colors to our 
lives! Birds are chirping and with 
the time change behind us, it's 
time to gear up for summer!  

Our youth continue to make us so 
proud!  With rolled up sleeves, 
they sorted the totes and helped a 
couple of teachers with various 
projects for South Elementary 
on March 13th.  We have offered 
to assist North Elementary with 
the Totes for Hope program, but 
they boldly declined our offer. 
However, it was agreed that if 
there becomes a need at North, 
we would try to accommodate the 
need through South Elementary’s 
current program. On March 19th, 
Ed Cole made our first pick up for 
the Senior Tote's for Hope!  

I would like to make mention 
that there is a reasonably 
priced, local bus service for sen-
iors and others who may need a 
ride to the doctor, the senior cen-
ter, to go shopping or whatever 
during the week. This company, 
Via, is how we were able to obtain 

a bus for our church! Brochures 
and refrigerator magnets will be 
on the bulletin board regarding 
the available services Via has to 
offer. THANK YOU VIA!!!   

Don't forget your non perishables 
for the grocery cart! There's al-
ways a need.  

As life renews itself at this time of 
year, I would like to pause and 
give thanks for a few of 
those individuals from our con-
gregation, who have recently 
went on to smell sweeter flowers 
with our Father. Bill Allen, Diane 
Pullman, and Bob Decker. Each 
has enriched my life in different 
ways and I am so grateful to have 
known them. They are deeply 
missed. I encourage you to take 
time and enjoy those special peo-
ple in your life.  

Peace to all, 

LaVeta Lowrey 

720-373-2763 

Www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com 

http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/outreach-and-congregational-care/
http://www.foodbankrockies.org/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com


Beth Hyde from Peaks & Plains, Greeley dis-
trict chair of membership, nurture, and out-
reach was the guest speaker at the March 
UMW meeting.  The title of the program was 
“Seeing the Power of Sisterhood.”  She began 
by giving a brief review of her own life.  Beth 
divorced her abusive husband because it was, 
“a war zone in my house.”  Her husband was 
hurting the children by using them to hurt 
her.  Her daughter developed a rare disease, a 
second daughter developed migraine head-
aches, and her son had asthma attacks be-
cause of this family’s disruptive life.  After the 
divorce, the children’s health improved.   
Beth went to college and was grateful to have 
received help from Rev. Paul Stone on cam-
pus.   Over time he helped her realize that she 
was not the failure her abusive husband told 
her she was.  Rev. Stone helped her children 
feel protected.  Beth worked at Salvation 
Army’s Booth Home for unwed mothers and 
saw molested thirteen-year-olds give birth.  
After graduation she became a teacher and 
taught for 16 years at the McCurdy Charter 
School at Espanola Valley, New Mexico.  The 
McCurdy School taught disadvantaged, 
abused, ethnic students and their mothers. 
She told UMW members about the cases she 
had experienced while teaching. Beth asked 
members, “Do you know of a child who looks 
lost, won’t look up, stares at their hands when 
addressed?  These are children who are trou-
bled.”  She encouraged members to become 
aware of troubled children in the community 
and remind members that the purpose of the 
sisterhood of United Methodist Women is to 
help women and children.  Beth went on to 
tell about the success of the McCurdy Charter 
School stating that 90 percent of the students 

go on to college or trade schools or go into the 
military—one student was accepted at West 
Point.  In 2011 Beth had to have a hysterecto-
my.  The Methodist UMW in El Paso reached 
out with food and care for Beth and her chil-
dren.  She remembers how the UMW, acting 
together in sisterhood, poured out love, care, 
and generosity to her family when they need-
ed it the most. 

Vice-president Cathy Fiscus drew members 
attention to a child’s drawing in the prayer 
calendar of a snowman’s buttoned face.  She 
read what Deaconess Valerie Mossman-
Celestin, US director of Haitian Artisans, en-
visioned for Haitian women, ‘The achieve-
ment of respect in equality, spiritual willing-
ness to achieve Shalom…on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 

Cathy presented an article from the February 
2013 Response magazine about a UMW cele-
bration of sisterhood development in mission 
work.  “Like Jesus brought the good news of 
salvation-wholeness to all persons, UMW 
members not only become ‘whole-persons 
through Jesus,’ but are challenged to help 
make it possible for others to experience the 
same.” 

The next UMW meeting will be Saturday, 
April 6, at 9:15 a.m.  The title of the program 
will be “Telling the Story – Spiritual Growth”, 
presented by Gwen Stieber.  Refreshments 
will be served by Marilyn Ames.  The next Es-
ther Circle will meet April 23 at BUMC.  Joan 
Hahn will host and Carol Franks will give the 
program. 
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http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/umw/


Church Council was busy this month. 

The Boy Scouts Leader joined us to up-

date the church on all they’ve done in 

the past year and their future happen-

ings. They attended summer camp and 

were in service to Barr Lake. They of-

fered the church their help because 

they are looking for community service 

projects. We agreed we could help 

them out with that! They thanked the 

church for sponsoring and making 

them feel so welcomed here.  

Our youth are very busy! Early Release 

Wednesday’s are a huge success. Mel 

reported that they’ve had up to 14 

youth in attendance! They are in need 

of snacks for the kids. If you are inter-

ested in sponsoring a snack time or 

two, please talk to Mel.  Matt and Joel 

have started a Confirmation Class and 

are planning a youth retreat at the end 

of April! Linda reported that VBS is 

well underway! This year’s theme will 

be service oriented and ensured to be a 

great deal of fun! We are so grateful for 

the young people in our church and the 

leaders who are so devoted to them.  

‘Spring Clean’ will be coming up in 

April as well. The main focus this year 

is on cleaning the pews.  Concentrating 

the cleaning the pockets that hold the 

Bibles and Hymnals.  If we all get to-

gether and take 2-3 pews, the work 

should be done in no time! There is 

spring yard work to be done as well as 

other projects. Put April 27th on your 

calendar and join us for a great day of 

fellowship as we serve the Lord through 

caring for our church facility.  

 

April showers bring May flowers 

Happy spring! Daylight Savings Time has 
arrived and once again heralding the up-
coming long summer evenings! Before we 
know it new life will be popping from the 
soil, and we’ll be into a season of 
warmth and summer activities! 

 

CHURCH 

COUNCIL 

April Meeting:  

April 17, 2013 

7:00 p.m. 

  8 

https://www.facebook.com/BrightonUnitedMethodistChurch


 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

VBS HELPERS: 

 All volunteer help is greatly 

appreciated!  Whether it is in registra-

tion, decorating, group activities (such 

as age level groups, arts N Crafts, mu-

sic, outdoor games), clean up (daily 

and end of the week), or monetarily, 

there is a place for you to volunteer.   

Visit 

www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.

com/vbs 

FELLOWSHIP TEAM: 

 BUMC is looking for a few 

individuals to organize snacks and 

coffee for after worship services each 

Sunday.  Fear Not!  The tasks are light 

and easy.  Recruiting individuals to  

help bring treats and showing up early 

to set out snacks and clean up after 

fellowship time are the main objectives 

of this team.  Please talk to Pastor Joel 

for more information. 

HELP FOR HOMES 

 Come Join team BUMC and 

be a part of a day filled with fun and 

excitement as we help our seniors and 

disabled community members.  We 

need painters, landscapers, carpenters, 

and anyone not afraid to get a little dirt 

under their nails.  Sign up sheets are in 

the Fellowship Hall and online at 

www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.

com/volunteer.    
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We are looking at the exciting pos-

sibility of creating our own new 

Church Directory! Among Sarah’s 

many talents is that of a photogra-

pher! We look forward to creating 

a new directory with a more re-

laxed photo session schedule.  She 

will also be able to update the di-

rectory easily as new members 

come in or staff changes occur. 

This will keep it up-to-date. The 

members of Church Council see 

promise in this approach of using 

our own resources rather than 

bringing in a commercial compa-

ny. Watch for details as this plan 

comes together! Sarah brings 

many wonderful talents to her po-

sition as Office Manager. Thank 

you Sarah! 

OCC reported that ‘Totes for 

Hope’ is serving 20 families at 

South Elementary and has taken 

on 15 Senior citizens. Northeast 

Elementary is also excited about 

becoming part of this program. 

Another growing ministry! 

ALF reported they will be spon-

soring Worldfest on April 20 at 5 

p.m.  They ask members to bring a 

dish from their heritage for the 

potluck. Think of the wonderful 

variety of foods we could have!  

Rest assured, we welcome you 

bring your own favorite dish if you 

would rather. They are busy plan-

ning the celebration of our new 

graduates on May 5, Father’s Day 

on June 16, the July 4 Ice Cream 

Social, and the church picnic on 

August 25. Whew! They are a busy 

group! Les added that BUMC is 

having a Flea Market on June 8th. 

The preschool and Boy Scouts will 

be participating with us. More de-

tails to follow.  

Rev. Joel reported that there are 

30 people participating in reading 

the Bible through the year! He 

said that it coordinated nicely 

with the History Channel’s 

presentation of “The Bible.” He 

has also become the Chairman of 

the District Committee of Or-

dained Ministers. Rev Joel 

ROCKS, and we are blessed to 

have him.  

I want to add a ‘THANK YOU” to 

all of the wonderful people who 

make these things happen. I want 

to close with a special thank you 

to everyone who is providing 

meals for our members who are 

currently ill. You are such a bless-

ing to the individual families and 

to our church as a whole. What a 

great church family we have.  

We send Blessings to all of you in 

this new season of growth, 

Nancy Miller 

Www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com 

http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/steven-ministry/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/contact/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/steven-ministry/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/steven-ministry/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com


Welcome to God’s Backyard Bible Camp! Get ready for an out-

door adventure that starts in your own backyard and gets bigger 

as kids take the love of Jesus into their neighborhoods and com-

munities!  

Starts planning for the fun now!  June 17 through June 21.  9 

a.m. to 12 p.m.  Ages are 4 through 5th grade.   Experience 

VBS with God's Backyard Bible Camp.  This year’s theme is 

to inspire children that it’s all about Service!  

VBS is Christian Education’s largest event aside from Christ-

mas.  Last year we had approximately 65 children and are an-

ticipating 75+ this year.  Registration forms are online at 

www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs.  Please pre-

register your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and 

neighbors as soon as possible.  This helps assist us in our 

preparation. 

All volunteer help is greatly appreciated!  Whether it is in reg-

istration, decorating, group activities (such as age level 

groups, arts and crafts, music, outdoor games), clean up 

(daily and end of the week), or monetarily, there is a place for 

you to volunteer.  Our planning meeting is April 7.  If you 

have any questions please contact Deb Friedholm, Paula 

Stieber, Linda Krayenhagen, or Sarah in the office. 

In Christ, Linda Krayenhagen 

2013 God’s Backyard Bible 

Camp VBS 

 

June 17 - June 21 

9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 

Register online at: 

Www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs 

Under the Sun Bible 

Points (and Bible Story) 

Day 1: Serve Family 

(Miriam took care of Mo-

ses - Exodus 2:1-10)  

Day 2: Serve Friends 

(Four men carry their 

friend to Jesus - Mark 2:1

-12)  

Day 3: Serve Neighbors 

(A Samaritan man helped 

a neighbor - Luke 10:25-

37)  

Day 4: Serve Community 

(Zacchaeus gave to his 

community - Luke 19:1-

10)  

Day 5: Serve Jesus (Peter 

& John showed Jesus' love 

and power - Acts 3:1-19) 
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http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/vbs


 

APRIL ACOLYTES 

7 - Reagan & Portia Burr 

14 - Marie & Kayla Anderson 

21 - Open 

28 - Mike Shealey 
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APRIL USHERS 

7 -   Don & Jean Esser 

        Bob & Linda Harvey 

14 - John & Joyce Conlon 

        Andy Jackson & Brian Haggerty 

21 - Terry Krayenhagen &  

        Al & Jackie Schneringer 

28 - BUMY 

Dates to Remember 

April 6: Gwen’s 80th Birthday Party @ 2 p.m. 

April 7: Fifth Sunday Sing @ 6 p.m. 

April 10 & 24: Wonderful Wednesday @ 6:15 p.m. 

April 20: Worldfest @ 5 p.m. 

April 23: Esther Circle @ 1:30 p.m. 

April 27: Spring Clean @ 8 a.m. 

April 25: Faith After High School @ 6 p.m. 

April 27: Youth Confirmation Retreat @ 1 p.m. 

April 28: Stephen Ministry Graduation @ 9:15 a.m. 

Keep an eye out for a BUMC MOPS 

group starting in May!  Please 

see Barb haggerty for more info! 

(303)875-6716 

Www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com 

http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Usher-Schedule-Poster.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/brightonumccalendar/
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonUnitedMethodistChurch
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com


BUMC STEVEN  

MINISTERS 

Les Fraley 

Sue Slaughter 

Lorrie Prince 

Mike Southwick 

Carol Norman 

Jean Esser 

Gwen Stieber 

Linda Krayenhagen 

Martha Bradfield 

Terry Krayenhagen 
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Stephen Ministry:   It is written in Prov-

erbs 12:18 “Reckless words pierce like a 

sword, but the tongue of the wise brings 

healing.”  All through the Bible we are re-

minded about the power of words.  When 

God spoke, things happened, waters parted, 

day became night, locust swarmed the 

earth, and men stopped what they were do-

ing and listened.  God’s words promised 

healing, forgiveness and new life.  As Ste-

phen Ministers, we deliver God’s comforting 

words through what we say and what we do.  

Also, through listening we help the care re-

ceiver put their innermost feelings into 

words.  This act of expressing their feelings 

can help them find healing and hope. 

In module 9 we learned that one of the cor-

ner stones of this ministry is 

“CONFIDENTIALITY”.  Without the 

promise that everything discussed between 

a care receiver and a care giver is confiden-

tial, the healing process will not happen.  

For a person to heal, they must be able to 

discover the core of their pain or sadness, 

and be able to talk about it with their Ste-

phen Minister.    Even in our twice-monthly 

training and reviews, that confidentiality is 

upheld.  Words can easily harm us, or they 

can build us up.  As a Stephen Minister we 

know and understand the importance of 

confidentiality for God’s healing to happen.  

We ask that you always respect us for our 

commitment to this promise. 

We learned about “Telecare, The Next Best 

Thing to Being There!” in module 10.  We 

have so many options of communication 

today.  Could you imagine what it would 

have been like 2,000 years ago if Paul could 

have had a telephone available?  “Hello 

Timothy, this is Paul.  I am worried sick 

about the Corinthians.  How are they doing?   

Are they still fighting?  Are their ministries 

still growing?  Have they built any new 

church-

es?  Tell 

them I 

said, 

‘There is 

only one 

leader 

and 

that’s 

Jesus, the rest of us are just his servants.’  

Call me tomorrow and tell me what they 

said.”  Just think what Paul would have ac-

complished had he had an I-phone! 

Part of being a Stephen Minister is being 

available.  There will be times when we, as 

Stephen Ministers, will need to speak to our 

care receiver, and times when our care re-

ceiver will need to speak to us.  The phone 

can fill that need.  We looked at the ways in 

which the phone conversation is different 

versus a conversation person.  And looked 

at how to overcome these differences and 

still be effect in the healing process. 

“Using Mental Health Professionals and 

Other Community Resources” from module 

11 was interesting and informative about 

what a Stephen Minister is, what is expected 

from a Stephen Minister, and what we are 

qualified to do.  I have been teaching about 

how we don’t fix things, that God takes care 

of that.  You might say the definition of a 

Stephen Minister is “a member of our con-

gregation who has received special training 

to provide one-to-one Christian care to peo-

ple in our congregation and our community 

who are experiencing grief, loneliness, di-

vorce, hospitalization, disability, job loss, 

and many other life difficulties.   We will 

listen, we will be there for you, we will walk 

beside you as Jesus does, and we will pray 

with you, as you heal in God’s name.”   

 

http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/917
http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/917
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The training required to become a Ste-

phen Minister is 50 hours or 17 training 

sessions.  When completed, we are not lay 

pastors or lay ministers, we are not thera-

pist or psychologist, and we are not coun-

selors.  This module teaches us there are 

times we may encounter challenges be-

yond our training and it’s ok to refer our 

care receiver to someone with professional 

training.  God gives each of us gifts to use 

to help others.  The Stephen Ministry 

teaches us how to use those gifts and the 

knowledge to know when to seek a higher 

authority or professional. 

In module 12 it became very apparent why 

we all have answered God’s call to serve.  

“Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief” 

taught us there are three stages of grief: 

shock, recoil, and rebuilding.  We dis-

cussed what care receivers are likely to 

experience in each of the stages of the 

grieving process.  We discussed feelings of 

grief in our own lives, causing the use of 

many tissues.   

We discussed several types of events that 

can bring grief in a person’s life and how 

to comfort and console that person.  We 

revisited items discussed in module 2 

about feelings.  Identifying what a person 

is feeling, understanding the characteris-

tics of those feelings and how to be there 

for a person who is grieving.  We learned 

specific ways to care for grieving people in 

each of the stages of the grieving process.  

You could feel the power of Jesus Christ at 

work that night. 

A Caring Tip……    If you know of some-

one who is facing one of life’s challenges, 

call them up, stop by and have coffee with 

them.  Then, just listen.  That’s all it takes 

to make a difference.  We were called to be 

witnesses, not lawyers. 

Remember, when you reach out to a hurt-

ing person, you are not alone. As Stephen 

Ministers learn in their training, Christ is 

at work in you and through you to bring 

hope and healing to the other person.  

GOD Bless, 
Terry Krayenhagen 

Sermon Downloads 

If you’ve missed a 

Sunday and would 

like to listen to the 

sermon, please visit 

www.brightonunite

dmethodistchurch.

com/sermons to 

download the ser-

vice. 

April Scripture Passages 

 

April 7   April 14  April 21  April 28 

Acts 5:27-32   Acts 9:1-6  Acts 9:36-43  Acts 11:1-18 

Psalm 150   Psalm 30  Psalm 23  Psalm 148 

Revelation 1:4-8  Revelation 5:11-14 Revelation 7:9-17 Revelation 21:1-6 

John 20:19-31  John 21:1-19  John 10:22-30 John 13:31-35 

http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/sermons/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/sermons/
http://www.brightonunitedmethodistchurch.com/sermons/
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